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The East Bay Dragons Motorcycle Club has gunned their Harleys through the meanest streets of

Oakland, California, since the 1950s. Before Rosa Parks took her historic bus ride and before Martin

Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, and Huey P. Newton and the Black Panthers stood bravely for equal

rights, the East Bay Dragons MC risked life and limb during the days when it was a revolutionary act

for a black man to ride a Harley chopper. Written by Tobie Levingston, the club's original founder,

Soul on Bikes offers a slice of underground American and African-American history you're unlikely

to read in any textbook. Levingston and his colorful cast of misfits and comrades are an all-black,

all-Harley, all-chopper group of motorcyclists who have found more than their fair share of violence

and redemption on the battlegrounds of urban America--and their legacy is an important untold

portion of African-American history. Soul on Bikes recounts the club's adventures with humor,

attitude, and, most important, soul.
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I must admit I had very little knowledge nor contact with bikers or motorcycle clubs. I had heard of

The East Bay Dragons, founded in Oakland and of course, everyone knew the Hell's Angels. Both

were synonymous with danger and bad news in my sheltered existence. Their rough manner and

their reputation of being bad asses was reason to avoid them. So, it was with great surprise while

reading Soul on Bikes: The East Bay Dragons MC and the Black Biker Set, Marcus Book Store's

April book club Selection, to find out that the East Bay Dragons is an integral part of Oakland



history.Tobie Gene Levingston and his family were a part of the northern migration to the East Bay

from the southern states in the 1950s; his family being from rural Louisiana. Enticed by the

burgeoning factories and other labor jobs and longing to escape the drudgery and endless, vicious

cycle of sharecropping that so many black families had succumbed to as a legacy of slavery,

California offered new beginnings towards a brighter future. Levingston, then in his early twenties

began working in an iron foundry. The work was dirty and back breaking but it enabled him to

contribute to his family finances and indulge in some luxuries; one of those being cars. He formed a

car club but his group ran into some trouble with the local police and as a result disbanded. Not long

after that, Levingston became interested in motorcycles and formed The East Bay Dragons, a black

motorcycle club that is active to this day.Because of the problems he had with the car club,

Levingston was determined to keep the MC on the straight and narrow. But as this was a group of

young black men, just the sight of them on their bikes, raised fear and ire to other residents and law

enforcement agencies.

Soul on Bikes: The East Bay Dragons MC and the Black Biker Set Jayne Ann Krentz - Eclipse Bay

Trilogy: Eclipse Bay, Dawn in Eclipse Bay, Summer in Eclipse Bay (Eclipse Bay Series) 60 Hikes

Within 60 Miles: San Francisco: Including North Bay, East Bay, Peninsula, and South Bay The Biker

Code: Wisdom for the Ride Investment Biker: Around the World with Jim Rogers The Book of 100

Dragons LEVEL 2: A Fantasy-themed coloring book (The Book of 100 dragons coloring books)

(Volume 2) School of Dragons #1: Volcano Escape! (DreamWorks Dragons) (A Stepping Stone

Book(TM)) Raising Dragons (Dragons in Our Midst, Book 1) Paper Mache Dragons: Making

Dragons & Trophies using Paper & Cloth Mache Mel Bay Round Peak Style Clawhammer Banjo

(Mel Bay Presents) Nora Roberts Chesapeake Bay CD Collection: Sea Swept, Rising Tides, Inner

Harbor, Chesapeake Blue (Chesapeake Bay Series) Dawn in Eclipse Bay (Eclipse Bay Series)

Summer in Eclipse Bay (Eclipse Bay Series) Eclipse Bay (Eclipse Bay Series) Greater Middle East

Region: Including Afghanistan, Pakistan, Libya and Turkey (Hammond Greater Middle East Region

Map) Harley Loco: A Memoir of Hard Living, Hair, and Post-Punk, from the Middle East to the Lower

East Side Preparing the Honda CR and XR for Competition: Includes Training Tips from Marty

Smith, and and a detailed look at the CR and RC Honda Factory Race Bikes Bicycling Magazine's

Complete Guide to Bicycle Maintenance and Repair for Road and Mountain Bikes Zinn and the Art

of Triathlon Bikes: Aerodynamics, Bike Fit, Speed Tuning, and Maintenance Barbarians on Bikes:

Bikers and Motorcycle Gangs in Men's Pulp Adventure Magazines (Men's Adventure Library) 

http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/read-book/0Yqww/soul-on-bikes-the-east-bay-dragons-mc-and-the-black-biker-set.pdf?r=t6cPtV9BGnXV6WWWQLW2oWRNTTqZYO9ox14BUmqb7D8%3D
http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/dmca

